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DETAILED ACTION 
Status of Claims 

1 . Due to communications filed 12/9/03, the following is a non-final first office 
action. Claims 1-31 are pending in this application and have been examined on the 
merits. Claims 1-31 are rejected as follows. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

2. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

3. Claims 1-3, 10-20, and 27-31 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second 
paragraph, as being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the 
subject matter which applicant regards as the invention. 

As per claims 1-3, 10-20, and 27-31 , these claims recite "selecting/selection and 
assigning/assignment of a parking space, however, the steps of these claims only 
allows a user to select the parking space, but do not produce a result that actually . 
assigns a parking space. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
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only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

5. Claims 1 , 4 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Curbow 
et al (US 2004/0015290 A1). 

As per claim 1, Curbow et al discloses: 

a data repository electronically retaining location data for parking, pricing data for 
parking and predetermined geographical data, ([0008], spaces in the parking lot that are 
empty represents location data since each space is in a particular location, handicap 
space information for a particular space represents predetermined geographical data 
since handicapped data is predetermined and each space is in a particular geographical 
location, and pricing, etc. are in database); 

at least one user interface having a display, ([0050], lines 12-14, display screen); 

and 

a controller interfacing with said data repository and said at least one user 
interface, ([0032], cursor control/directing device), said controller comprising: 

a retrieval module structured to retrieve data from said data repository, ([0029], 
lines 7-9, shows database is queried and then data is transmitted wirelessly to the 
motorist (location and type of parking space), and [0047], information on the map can 
be retrieved from a lookup table on the database); 
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a processing module interfacing with said retrieval module and being structured 
to process the data based on predetermined parameters, ([0031], central processor, w/ 
[0029], transmitted wirelessly); and 

a display module interfacing with said processing module and said at least one 
user interface and being structured to display the processed data in the form of an 
interactive map on said display of said at least one user interface whereby the user can 
selectively request geographical information relative to parking and the adjacent locale 
to enable the user to select parking, ([0050], display screen that allows the motorist to 
choose a parking space). 

As per claims 4, Curbow et al discloses: 

a processing element, ([0031], central processor), capable of generating and 
displaying an interactive map containing available parking for selection by a user, said 
processing element also is capable of receiving data corresponding to the parking 
selected by the user, ([0050], display screen that allows the motorist to choose a 
parking space), and wherein said processing element is further capable of assigning 
parking to the user, ([0009], requirements used to filter spaces and determine a space 
to be assigned to the driver). 

As per claims 8, 19, 25, 30, Curbow et al discloses: 
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wherein said processing element is capable of assigning the user the selected 
parking/assigning the user the selected parking/wherein said executable portion assigns 
the user the selected parking, ([0009], requirements used to filter spaces and determine 
a space to be assigned to the driver) . 

As per claim 10, Curbow et al discloses: 

a processing element, ([0031], central processor), capable of receiving a request 
from a user for selected geographical information, (claim 32, motorist providing request, 
w/ Abstract, lines 16-20, request location), said processing element being capable 
retrieving data corresponding to the selected geographical information, said processing 
element being capable of processing the data according to predetermined parameters, 
and said processing element being capable of generating and displaying the requested 
geographical information as a component of an interactive map to enable the user to 
select parking, ([0050], display screen that allows the motorist to choose a parking 
space). 

As per claim 13, Curbow et al discloses: 

wherein said processing element is capable of assigning the user the selected 
parking, ([0009], requirements used to filter spaces and determine a space to be 
assigned to the driver). 

As per claim 15, Curbow et al discloses: 
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receiving a request electronically from a user interface for information 
corresponding to at least one of location of parking, pricing for parking and availability of 
parking, (claim 32, motorist providing request, w/ Abstract, lines 16-20, request 
location); 

retrieving data corresponding to the requested information from a data repository, 
([0029], lines 7-9, shows database is queried and then data is transmitted wirelessly to 
the motorist (location and type of parking space[0047], information on the map can be 
retrieved from a lookup table on the database); 

processing the data according to predetermined parameters, ([0031], central 
processor, w/ [0029], transmitted wirelessly); 

generating an interactive map based at least in part upon the processed data; 
and displaying the interactive map at the user interface to enable a user to select 
parking, ([0050], display screen that allows the motorist to choose a parking space). 

As per claim 16, Curbow et al discloses: 

receiving a request electronically for geographical information, (claim 32, motorist 
providing request, w/ Abstract, lines 16-20, request location); 

retrieving data corresponding to the requested geographical information from a 
data repository, ([0029], lines 7-9, shows database is queried and then data is 
transmitted wirelessly to the motorist (location and type of parking space[0047], 
information on the map can be retrieved from a lookup table on the database); 
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processing the data according to predetermined parameters, ([0031], central 
processor, w/ [0029], transmitted wirelessly); and 

displaying the requested geographical information at the user interface as a 
component of the interactive map, ([0050], display screen that allows the motorist to 
choose a parking space). 

As per claim 21 , Curbow et al discloses: 

an executable portion for generating and displaying an interactive map containing 
available parking for selection by a user, said executable portion receives data 
corresponding to the parking selected by the user; and wherein said executable portion 
assigns parking to the user, ([0050], display screen that allows the motorist to choose a 
parking space, w/[0009], requirements used to filter spaces and determine a space to 
be assigned to the driver). 

As per claim 27, Curbow et al discloses: 
an executable portion for receiving a request from a user for selected geographical 
information, (claim 32, motorist providing request, w/ Abstract, lines 16-20, request 
location), said executable portion retrieves data corresponding to the selected 
geographical information, said executable portion processes the data according to 
predetermined parameters, said executable portion generates and displays the 
requested geographical information as a component of an interactive map to enable the 
user to select parking, ([0050], display screen that allows the motorist to choose a 
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parking space). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

6. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

7. Claims 2, 3, 5-7, 1112, 17, 18, 22-24, 28, 29 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) 
as being unpatentable over Curbow et al (US 2004/0015290 A1) as applied to claim 1 
above, and further in view of Haag (US 2003/0069665 A1). 

As per claims 2, 5, 22, Curbow et al does not specifically disclose the following, 
but does disclose a system that produces an interactive map display of a parking area 
in [0005]). 

However, Haag discloses: 

wherein said interactive map comprises user-activated menus containing 
corresponding geographical information, ([0110], lines 1-14, facility location menu, etc). 
Haag discloses this limitation in an analogous art for the purpose of showing that menus 
are used so the user can make various selections related to the parking application. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
applicant's invention for the interactive map to comprise user-activated menus 
containing corresponding geographical information with the motivation of supplying the 
user with various options for choosing a parking space. 
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As per claims 3,6,7,11,12,17,18, 23, 24, 28, 29, Curbow et al does not 
specifically disclose the following, but does disclose a system that produces an 
interactive map display of a parking area in [0005]). 

However, Haag discloses: 

wherein said display module is structured to display payment options comprising 
at least one of bank account drafting and credit card processing/ wherein said 
processing element is capable of receiving data corresponding to the payment option 
selected by the user, and said processing element also is capable of processing the 
payment/receiving the user's payment selection; and processing the user's payment 
selection/wherein said executable portion displays payment options... /wherein said 
executable portion receives data corresponding to the payment option..., ([0010], lines 
14-16, credit card). Haag discloses this limitation in an analogous art for the purpose of 
showing that the patron can secure the storage rack (or parking space) for reservation 
by selecting the payment option, and making a payment, thereby also making it inherent 
for the payment to be processed if the space is ultimately reserved. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
applicant's invention for the display module to display payment options comprising at 
least one of bank account drafting and credit card processing with the motivation of 
allowing the customer to have payment options that will allow payment for the parking 
space. 
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8. Claims 9, 14, 20, 26, 31 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Curbow et al (US 2004/001 5290 A1 ) as applied to claim 1 above, 
and further in view of Slemmer et al (US 2004/0254840 A1 ). 

As per claims 9, 14, 20, 26, 31 , Curbow et al does not specifically disclose the 
following, but does disclose a system that produces an interactive map display of a 
parking area in [0005], and determines a space to be assigned to the driver in [0009]. 

However, Slemmer et al discloses: 

wherein said processing element is capable of issuing the user a temporary 
parking permit/comprising issuing to the user a temporary parking permit/ wherein said 
executable portion issues the user a temporary parking permit, ([0086], hold). Slemmer 
et al discloses this limitation in an analogous art for the purpose of showing a that a hold 
can be place on a space that does not have to be permanent). 

Conclusion 

9. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Akiba K Robinson-Boyce whose telephone number is 
571-272-6734. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 9am-4:30pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Hayes can be reached on 571-272-6708. The fax phone numbers for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are 703-746-7238 
[After final communications, labeled "Box AF"], 703-746-7239 [Official Communications], 
and 703-746-7150 [Informal/Draft Communications, labeled "PROPOSED" or "DRAFT"]. 
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Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703-305- 
3900. 




March 16, 2007 



